CHAPTER VI.
CAROI.INGIAN AND ITALIAN EMPERORS.
!    LEWIS the Pious n, left by Charles's death sole heir, had
been some years before associated with his father in the
! Empire, and had been crowned by his own hands in a
way which, intentionally or not, appeared to deny the
need of Papal sanction.   But it was soon seen that the
strength to grasp the sceptre had not passed with it.
| Too mild to restrain his turbulent nobles, and thrown
| by over-conscientiousness into the hands of the clergy,
] he had reigned few years when dissensions broke out
jon all sides.    Charles had wished the Empire to con-
tinue one, under the supremacy of a single Emperor,
| but with its several parts, Lombardy, Aqmtaine, Austrasia,
Bavaria, each a kingdom held by a scion of the reign-
ing house.   A scheme dangerous in itself, and rendered
more so by the absence or neglect of regular rules of
'succession, could with difficulty have been managed by
]a wise and frm monarch.   Lewis tried in vain to satisfy
jhis sons (Lothar, Lewis, and Charles) by dividing and
jredividing:  they rebelled; he was deposed, and forced
jby the bishops to do  penance;   again  restored, but
I    * Usage   has   established   this   would better express the meaning
translation of ' Hlailowicus Pius/   of the epithet,
jfcat   'gentle* or * kind-hearted*